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Sunday Services at 11:00 AM
Religious Education for Children and Childcare Provided 

Sunday Worship Services

July 2 Free Speech Sunday  –  Peggy Humphreys, coordinator 
 Please contact Peggy if you wish to speak.  

***  Noisy Offering  ***
***  Mission for Area People – and their pets – collection  ***

July 9  Shapes in the Clay –  Rev Emmy Lou Belcher, Minister Emerita, 
 Dupage UU Church, Naperville IL
  How does a potter create a vase?  What does that say about becoming a grounded 
  and happy person?

July 16  “Dissent”  –  Anna and Joshua EldenBrady and Joe Glatz  
  We express dissent, the push-back from our souls against the structures that impose 
  and are imposed on us personally, politically, spiritually, in many ways.  In this service
  we reflect on what it means to dissent and the ways we express it.  Consider this 
  service a revelation of our personal journeys and an invitation to come along.  

*** Community Connection Collection – Sacred Suds ***

July 23  TBA  –  Rev Fred Wooden, Senior Minister, Fountain Street Church  

July 30 “Religious Roots and Routes”  –  Kwame James

Please wear your name tag on Sunday

Please submit information for the Order of Service
by 10 AM Friday before the service to marpeghumph@yahoo.com

Caring Contact for July:  Darlene VanderKolk
616-558-3950 or darlenevdk@gmail.com

http://www.harboruu.org/
mailto:darlenevdk@gmail.com
mailto:marpeghumph@yahoo.com


President's Letter

Hello Friends,

Exciting things are happening at HUUC.  The plastering of the entryway is now complete and 
painting will be underway starting Saturday July 1st in the morning.  Painters are needed and people 
to provide snacks are always welcome.  See Marcia Hovey-Wright if you have questions.  

We owe a large debt of gratitude to Jeff Ochsner and John Wilkinson.  Jeff donated his skills 
as an electrician to wire in new lighting and John finished the drywall and plaster.  Through their 
donation of skills, we avoided having to contract the work out thereby saving a significant amount of 
money.  

The money for the lift is almost entirely  place and we expect the installation to begin before 
the end of summer.  The goal is to have the lift operational by fall.  

All this has been possible due to the generosity of members and friends of HUUC sharing 
their time, talents, energy and wealth.  We really are an amazing group!  Thank you for all you do.  

In Gratitude, 

Rebecca

Child Dedication Ceremony
contributed by Tim Hamlin

On July 9 HUUC will welcome Rev Emmy Lou Belcher to our pulpit for the Sunday service.  
Emmy Lou is willing to perform a child dedication ceremony for members and friends with children 
who wish to participate.  

Child dedication ceremonies are usually crafted by parents, the congregation minister and the
religious educator working closely together.  Many include the following elements:

• A blessing for the new life of the child

• An expression of the parent's or parents' hopes for the child

• A promise by the congregation to support and nurture the child

We need to know in advance if you are interested.    Child dedication services are a tradition in the 
Unitarian Universalist denomination.  Please contact Carolyn Holmes at holmesland@juno.com or 
231-744-4099 if you are interested or have questions.  Carolyn also will be available after the 
service on Sunday July 2 to answer your questions.  We may be able to offer this service again in 
the fall when another UU minister is our guest speaker.

Interested in Becoming a Member?
contributed by Carolyn Holmes

Those who are interested in joining HUUC as a member are requested to attend a “Pathways
to Membership” class.  A summer class will be offered if we have enough participants.  Please 
contact Carolyn Holmes at holmesland@juno.com if you are interested.  A class will also be offered 
in October.  Participants can expect to spend two half day sessions or one full day if we hold the 
class on Saturday.  The schedule will be determined to best suit the needs of the participants.  

Beach Party
The beach party at Margot and Bruce's cabin has been rescheduled to Sunday July 9 from 2:00 to 
7:00 PM, weather permitting.  Maps will be available at HUUC on Sunday July2 and 9.  

mailto:holmesland@juno.com
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About Community Connection Collections...
The recipient of July's Community Connection Collection, from collection plate on the 3rd 

Sunday of the month, is Sacred Suds.  Sacred Suds is a newly rehabbed community center at the 
southern edge of McLaughlin Neighborhood that offers neighbors  beautiful facilities for laundry and 
showers.  Volunteers from area churches bring in hot and cold meals on a daily basis for all 
neighbors who stop by.  Neighbors also have access to computers, printers and the internet at 
Sacred Suds' technology center.  During tax season, community volunteers offer free tax 
preparation services as part of a large community effort to bring back tax credit to working families.  
Through the efforts volunteers, over $100,000 is returned to families in the Muskegon area every 
year.  Low cost hygiene products are available at Sacred Suds' Hygiene Market for neighbors.  The 
shelves of the Hygiene Market are kept full by donations from YOU!   The Community Connection 
Collection is a project of the Social Action Committee.  

Caring Team

The Caring Ministry – Margot Haynes, Darlene VanderKolk, Eli Fox, Carlotta Strandberg and 
Jerry Kuester – invites members and friends of HUUC who suddenly find themselves in need of 
assistance to contact one of us.  We cannot promise emergency availability, but will do our best to 
find someone to help with your need.  

July Caring Contact:  Darlene VanderKolk 616-558-3950 or darlenevdk@hotmail.com

Some situations the caring team can help with are:
• Rides to medical appointments and errands, meals and other support
• Respite for caregivers – we will sit with your loved one while you take a breather 
• Prepared meals for new parents in their first month of parenthood  
• Nonjudgmental listening  

The Caring Ministry affirms our connection and our interdependence.  We encourage each 
other to live fully and love generously by both giving and receiving acts of kindness and service.  
Sharing our vulnerabilities and helping each other when we are in need nurtures our spiritual 
growth.  

Discretionary Funds are administered by the Caring Ministry.  Please submit requests to 
Margot Haynes at 231-894-0651 or margot.haynes@gmail.com if you have need of temporary or 
emergency funds.  

Religious Education
submitted by Tim Hamlin

The Religious Education Committee is in serious need of new volunteers.  A new chairperson 
and new committee members are needed.  Tim Hamlin has chaired the committee for about 2 years 
and needs a break.  Margot Haynes will no longer teach on a regular basis, but may fill in once a 
month.  She is willing to remain on the RE Committee.  Tim is available to the committee for the time
it takes to orient a new chairperson.  These needs are separate from, but ultimately intertwined with,
the efforts of an ad hoc committee to create a posting, interview and hire a RE Coordinator/ 
Congregation Secretary no later than this fall.  This person is expected to alleviate much of the work.
However there is still much to be done to maintain a Religious Education and Childcare Program of 
the quality we have come to expect and which meets the needs of our children and their parents.  

If you would like to volunteer, please contact Tim Hamlin at 231-282-0571 or  
timhamlin@comcast.net.

Thanks to all, in advance, who consider helping us out.  

mailto:timhamlin@comcast.net
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Pie Contest!
contributed by Gwen Williams

Calling all HUUC Bakers...
Social Action is planning a Pie Contest to be held in September at around the time

of the annual in-gathering.  We need bakers to enter their favorite pies in the contest and will
also need a panel of impartial judges.  Tickets for this Social Justice fundraiser will be sold 

to those who wish to sample the pies and vote for a “popular choice” award.  
Please contact Gwen Williams at pianogwen@aol.com to volunteer to bake or judge 

HUUC Youth Group is Back!
We meet at HUUC on Mondays at 7:00 PM

See Rebecca StClair, Eli Fox, Darlene VanderKolk or Kwame James 
for more information

PEOPLE

Congratulations to
Lilah Parker, daughter of Tom Parker, who graduated 5th in her class at Reeths-Puffer High School. 
Lilah will be attending the Frederik Meijer Honors College at Grand Valley State University and will 
pursue a bachelor of Fine Arts in Graphic Design.  She will also be a member of the GVSU cross 
country and track and field teams.  Lilah was a member of the National Honor Society and the 
National Art Honor Society, a member of the High School Wind Ensemble (first chair flute), and a 
member of the MSBOA District 7 High School Honors Band.  She earned Most Improved and Most 
Valuable Cross Country awards, she shares the school record in the 4 x 800 meter relay, she was 
the OK Black conference champion in the 3200 meter run.  She has received the following 
scholarships:  GVSU Laker Scholarship, Arter Fine Arts Scholarship, the American Legion Guy M 
Wilson Scholarship and the Ray B Smith Memorial Rotary Scholarship.  (whew!)  Way to go Lilah! 

David McIntire who has a new grandson born to his son John and his wife on June 2nd.

Kim Burr on her rapid recovery from major surgery in mid May.  

Jerry Kuester who completed training to be a Medicare Counselor at Tanglewood.

Wishing a speedy recovery to
David McIntire who recently underwent surgery.  

Thank you to
Cathy Chittenden, daughter of Anne English, who presented HUUC with a gift from Anne's estate. 

Jessica Sheldon who has volunteered to take over editing the Newsletter.

Caring thoughts to all who have lost a beloved family member or friend,
whose grief remains or has resurged with an anniversary or birthday.

We hold gently in our thoughts all who consider HUUC their home
and are coping with ongoing concerns.

COMMITTEES & GROUPS
Board Meeting –  Next meeting is Wednesday July 12th at 7:00 at HUUC –  If you have a concern 
to bring before the Board or an item to be placed on the agenda, please contact Rebecca StClair at 
rebeccastclair1974@gmail.com by Sunday July 9th.  

mailto:rebeccastclair1974@gmail.com
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Buddhist Meditation Group – meets Tuesday at HUUC 7:00 - 8:30.  Instruction is provided – no prior
experience or skill is needed.  The meditation is followed by teaching and discussion. 

Caring Ministry – will not meet in July or August.  

Choir Practice –  on summer recess until late August or early September 

Finance – On recess for the summer. 

Liberal Voice  – HUUC television ministry created by Jeff Holmes and hosted by Kwame James.  
Muskegon Comcast Cable Channel 7:  Sunday 2 PM, Wednesday 7 PM, Saturday 3:30 PM

Grand Haven Charter Communications Cable Channel 96:  Monday 9:30 AM  

Noisy Offering – First Sunday of each month a collection is taken to support the education of a 
student in Nepal and other religious education projects.   Please collect your loose change to make 
a big noise to support them.  

Religious Education Committee  –  July 6th at  5 PM at HUUC.  First Thursday of the month.

Refreshments –  Do you like to have a little nibble as you enjoy coffee and conversation with others 
after the service?  If so, please do your part by signing up to make coffee, bring light refreshments 
and clean up afterward.  If we each take our turn, we'll each only have to do this 2 or 3 times a year. 
Sign-up sheet is in the Social Hall.  If you would like to help, but need assistance with funds to 
purchase  treats, please call Margot.  

Social Action –  No meetings or Soup/Salad Luncheons during July and August; will resume on the 
2nd and 3rd Sundays, respectively, in September.  In the meantime, please watch for notices about 
Sanctuary of the Heart Gatherings, held on Monday following any traumatic state, national or local 
events which pose a threat to justice for people or the planet.  Email announcements will be sent.

Supper House – HUUC serves Mission for Area People (MAP) on the 3rd Friday of each month 
3:45 - 5:00 PM at Temple United Methodist Church on Hume St between Sanford and Jefferson 
across from Muskegon Hts High School.  Sign up in the Social Hall for Friday July 21st.  For more 
information, contact Kwame James at kwamekamau@yahoo.com.  

Non-perishable goods for people and pets are collected on behalf of MAP on the first Sunday
of the month, but can be left anytime  –  look for the large-ish clear plastic bin(s) in the Social Hall.  

Worship & Music – Next meeting Tuesday July 18th 6:00 PM (3rd Tuesday of the month).

City of the Dead
contributed by Anna EldenBrady

City of the Dead, our annual historical reenactment tour of Evergreen Cemetery, will take 
place Saturday and Sunday October 14 & 15.  We are currently looking for people to be part of our 
cast and crew, and are looking to have these folks in place by mid-July.  If you are interested in 
acting in this event, being part of the crew, or you would like more information, please contact Anna 
EldenBrady in person or at cityofthedeadmuskegon@gmail.com. 

HUUC Board of Trustees
Rebecca StClair – President

Jeffrey Ochsner – Vice President
Kurt Troutman – Treasurer

Peggy Humphreys – Secretary
Eli Fox, Poppy Hernandez and John Wilkinson – Members at Large
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HUUC Mission Statement
Harbor Unitarian Universalist Congregation is a safe haven

inspiring people to seek their own spiritual truths
through worship and learning in community

as we build a better world together.

HUUC Vision Statement
The people of Harbor Unitarian Universalist Congregation envision a community

where connections are strengthened and deepened,
where families are supported, and where diversity is celebrated.

Please submit information for the July Newsletter by 12:00 noon Sunday July 23rd

 to dmargules1951@gmail.com 

Harbor Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
1296 Montgomery St at McGraft
Muskegon MI 49441-1719
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