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Sunday Services at 11:00 AM
Religious Education for Children and Childcare Provided 

Sunday Worship Services

May 7 “Healing Our Spirit in a Time of Conflict”  –  Rev David Lee Smith, minister
Fountain Street Church  

Following the service, there will be a community discussion
regarding the proposed budget and the available options. 

***  Choir Sings  ***
***  Noisy Offering  ***

***  Mission for Area People – and their pets – collection  ***

May 14  “Reclaiming MOAB”  –  Rev Mimi Bush 

May 21  “Tracing a Thread from Harlem to Our Present”  –  Anna EldenBrady 

*** Community Connection Collection – EXIT Literacy Meal ***

HUUC ANNUAL MEETING 1:00 PM

May 28   TBA –  Rev Barbara Lee VanHorssen

Please wear your name tag on Sunday

Please submit information for the June Newsletter by 12:00 noon Thursday May 25 th

to dmargules1951@gmail.com

Please submit information for the Order of Service
by 10 AM Friday morning prior to the service to marpeghumphr@yahoo.co  m

Caring Contact for May:  Carlotta (Bosse) Strandberg
carlotta.hall23@gmail.com or 231-722-1278 or 231-215-3408
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President's Letter

Greetings and happy spring! 

Spring brings many things for us to celebrate such as flowers, birds and the annual budget 
process.  On May 7th following the service, there will be a Community Conversation regarding the 
budget and our options as a congregation.  

We are a congregation of passionate people who care deeply and this makes the annual 
budget process particularly challenging.  Sometimes the needs that we have say one thing and the 
dollars that we have say something entirely different.  Navigating this and remaining friends can be 
a tricky thing.

This year we have three big items on the table to balance. We have committed to funding a 
platform lift to make the building accessible and have already raised over $5,000 from donations 
from all of you.  Space and Grace is planning a kitchen remodel that will come from previously 
allocated funds received from the Mason Family and also from the remainder of an endowment 
draw-down for building repairs and renovations. There is no new budget money being allocated to 
this project but there will be a rollover from the unspent funds from last year. Finally, the Religious 
Education Committee is requesting to fund a quarter time RE director.  We have seen an upswing in 
families with young children and this creates a need for someone to teach the children next year.

One of the principles of Unitarian Universalism is the use of the democratic process.  This 
means that the congregation will set our priorities with the budget we approve at the annual meeting
which is scheduled for May 21 at 1 PM.

In Peace,

Rebecca

About Community Connection Collections...
Read Muskegon hosts literacy nights for families with an incarcerated or recently released 

member.  Churches provide the meal and Read Muskegon hosts the literacy night with the 
opportunity to demonstrate the importance of early literacy for these at-risk families.  

Save the Date:  Sunday June 18th

to celebrate our annual flower communion
to celebrate the children and youth of our congregation

at the regular service time
This intergenerational service, titled “Rose Day,” will be aimed at engaging all ages,

including our kids – there will still be nursery care for the smallest children, but
there will be no RE class so that the children may participate beyond the Story for All Ages.
It is a different way of doing things, so please mark your calendars for this unique service.

Each person is invited to bring a flower to add to our communal bouquet as part of this ritual.
Extra blooms will be provided for anyone who didn't bring one.

At the end of the service each person will select a different flower from the vase.
Submitted by Anna EldenBrady



Need Someone to Take Over as Editor of the HUUC Newsletter
This edition of the HUUC  Newsletter reflects 9 years and 3 months that I have served as the 

editor of the Newsletter (I put out the first one March 2008).  I'd like someone else to take this over 
on or before March 1st 2018, preferably at the beginning of the New Year in 2018.  

I plan to step down down at the end of February whether or not anyone takes over this job.  
Deborah Margules

Religious Education Update
submitted by Tim Hamlin

The school year is winding down, but here are a few items of interest for parents:  
• Margot will teach classes (as long as there are enough children) through May 14 th. Classes 

may be suspended until the Fall – late August or early September.
• Beginning the week of May 21st, we hope there will be parents interested in volunteering to 

teach classes on a rotating basis through the summer.  
• Parents will be asked to complete a short survey to give feedback to the RE Committee on 

the  Religious Education and childcare programs, and to solicit interest in teaching this 
summer.    

• Finally we invite any parents who are interested to join the Religious Education Committee. 
The committee meets monthly and helps to guide the efforts needed to have a successful RE
program.  

• Please contact me at timhamlin@comcast.net or phone or text me at 231-282-0571, and be 
sure to identify yourself if you leave a message.   

And a word to parents from Margot Haynes who has been volunteering as a teacher for RE:

After May 14, only nursery care will be available for the children downstairs.  Perhaps classes
will again be offered in the fall.  

During the past 6 months I have very much enjoyed teaching various combinations of kids, 
ranging from ages 3-13.  Most of the children have been in the 3-5-year old range, which was 
perfect for a preschool class that includes pretend chalice lighting, songs and dance, finger play 
about UU values, and a story with related arts and crafts or game activities to follow.  We adhered 
loosely to the curriculum called "Chalice Children" developed for this age group by the Unitarian 
Universalist Association (UUA).

We made clay chalices and colored memory cards with chalices so we could play our 
memory game.  Two of our projects were to make Valentine cards for parents and decorate blank 
cards for use by the Caring Team.  Learning about and learning to care about each other is a part of 
all we do.   

We talked about rainbows, saw them in bubbles we blew from the back porch; we learned 
how wind, sand and rain sculpt the mountains along with forces beneath the earth, then we made 
our own mini-mountains from modeling clay.  Parents and kids looked at the stars and moon on a 
snowy night (as homework), and in class painted our own book covers for our stories of our night 
walk.  

Imagination and play, memory games, a trip to the playground two blocks away, and 
especially learning to take turns listening to one another as we share our own lives, as well as so 
many more activities, have been capped each Sunday before noon with hand-washing and sharing 
fresh fruit with the tinier ones in the nursery.  Manners, cooperation, and awareness of one another's
needs have been stressed throughout so that the children recognize themselves as part of a social 
web rather than just entitled individuals. Their responses have been gratifying and fun, and I cannot 
thank enough the parents for the joy your children have brought me over these past months.  
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Caring Team

The Caring Ministry – Margot Haynes, Darlene VanderKolk, Eli Fox, Carlotta Strandberg, and 
new member Jerry Kuester – invites members and friends of HUUC who suddenly find themselves 
in need of assistance to contact one of us.  We cannot promise emergency availability, but will do 
our best to find someone to help with your need.  

May Contact:  Carlotta Strandberg at 231-722-1278 or 231-215-3408 or carlotta.hall23@gmail.com

Some situations the caring team can help with are:
• Rides to medical appointments and errands, meals and other support
• Respite for caregivers – we will sit with your loved one while you take a breather 
• Prepared meals for new parents in their first month of parenthood  
• Nonjudgmental listening  

The Caring Ministry affirms our connection and our interdependence.  We encourage each 
other to live fully and love generously by both giving and receiving acts of kindness and service.  
Sharing our vulnerabilities and helping each other when we are in need nurtures our spiritual 
growth.  

Discretionary Funds are administered by the Caring Ministry.  Please submit requests to 
Margot Haynes at 231-894-0651 or margot.haynes@gmail.com if you have need of temporary or 
emergency funds.  

PEOPLE

Congratulations to
LILAH PARKER who will be among the top ten graduates – #5 – from Reeths-Puffer High 

School in June.  Congratulations to her father Tom on having such a smart daughter, actually two!  

Wishing comfort and peace to
DIANA WOJTON who lost her beloved husband Jim, age 78, to lung cancer on April 21st. 

JOSHUA ELDENBRADY who recently lost his brother.  

ALICE SEROU whose father recently entered hospice care.  

Best wishes for a  complete, comfortable and speedy recovery to
KIM BURR who is having surgery to remove her pancreas in early May.  May it be successful.

Caring thoughts to all who have lost a beloved family member or friend,
whose grief remains or has resurged with an anniversary or birthday.

We hold gently in our thoughts all who consider HUUC their home
and are coping with ongoing concerns.

COMMITTEES & GROUPS
Board Meeting –  Next meeting is Wednesday May 10th at 7:00 at HUUC – 2nd Wednesday each 
month.  If you have a concern to bring before the Board or an item to be placed on the agenda, 
please contact Rebecca StClair at rebeccastclair1974@gmail.com by Sunday May 7th.  

Caring Ministry – Next meeting Sunday May 7th after the worship service.  
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Choir Practice –  every Thursday 6:00-7:30 PM. 

Finance – Next meeting 6:00 PM Wednesday May 10th the second Wednesday every month 
immediately before the Board meeting.  

Liberal Voice  – HUUC television ministry created by Jeff Holmes and hosted by Kwame James.  
Muskegon Comcast Cable Channel 7:  Sunday 2 PM, Wednesday 7 PM, Saturday 3:30 PM

Grand Haven Charter Communications Cable Channel 96:  Monday 9:30 AM  

Noisy Offering – First Sunday of each month a collection is taken to support the education of a 
student in Nepal and other religious education projects.   Please collect your loose change to make 
a big noise to support them.  

Religious Education Committee  – Thursday May 4th at 5 PM at HUUC.  First Thursday of the 
month.

Refreshments –  Do you like to have a little nibble as you enjoy coffee and conversation with others 
after the service?  If so, please do your part by signing up to make coffee, bring light refreshments 
and clean up afterward.  If we each take our turn, we'll each only have to do this 2 or 3 times a year. 
Sign-up sheet is in the Social Hall.  If you would like to help, but need assistance with funds to 
purchase  treats, please call Margot, or the Caring Ministry Contact: Carlotta Strandberg.  

Social Action – Next meeting Sunday May 14th at 12:30 (second Sunday); next Soup Luncheon 
Sunday May 21st (third Sunday) after the service – $5.00 donation suggested to support activities of
the committee. 

Supper House – HUUC serves Mission for Area People (MAP) on the 3rd Friday of each month 
3:45 - 5:00 PM at Temple United Methodist Church on Hume St between Sanford and Jefferson 
across from Muskegon Hts High School.  Sign up in the Social Hall for Friday May 19th.  For more 
information, contact Kwame James at kwamekamau@yahoo.com.  

Non-perishable goods for people and pets are collected on behalf of MAP on the first Sunday
of the month, but can be left anytime  –  look for the large-ish clear plastic bin(s) in the Social Hall.  

Worship & Music – Next meeting Tuesday May 16th 6:00 PM (3rd Tuesday of the month).

Acoustic Music Jam
Harbor Unitarian Universalist Congregation

Saturday May 6th 2017 ~ Doors open at 6:30
All Skill Levels

Listeners also Welcome
Separate Rooms for Small Jams

Mentors to Help Beginners
for more info, please contact Jim Thompson at jimasa@aol.com

This is the last jam session until fall ~ have a great summer.

HUUC Board of Trustees
Rebecca StClair – President

Jeffrey Ochsner – Vice President
Bruce Froelich – Treasurer

Tim Hamlin – Secretary
Poppy Hernandez, Peggy Humphreys and John Wilkinson – Members at Large

mailto:jimasa@aol.com
mailto:kwamekamau@yahoo.com


HUUC Mission Statement
Harbor Unitarian Universalist Congregation is a safe haven

inspiring people to seek their own spiritual truths
through worship and learning in community

as we build a better world together.

HUUC Vision Statement
The people of Harbor Unitarian Universalist Congregation envision a community

where connections are strengthened and deepened,
where families are supported, and where diversity is celebrated.

Harbor Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
1296 Montgomery St at McGraft
Muskegon MI 49441-1719


