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Sue McIntire  –  Music Director
Tim Hamlin –  Director of Religious Education

Sunday Services at 11:00 AM
Religious Education for Children and Childcare Provided 

Sunday Worship Services

December 4 “On Writing”  –  Anna EldenBrady and Joe Glatz 

***  Noisy Offering  ***

December 11 “Advent and the Song of Mary”  –  Rev Miriam Bush 

December 18 “Meaning and Mythic Narrative”  –  Rev Brent Smith, minister 
 emeritis and founding minister of All Souls Community Church, GR
 How meanings of birth narratives have been used throughout history.

***  Community Connection Collection for  Michigan Unitarian Universalist
Social Justice Network (MUUSJN) ***

***  Choir to Sing  ***

December 25 “Lessons and Carols of Christmas”  – Sue and David McIntire

Please wear your name tag on Sunday

Please submit information for the January Newsletter by 5:00 PM Friday December 23rd

to dmargules1951@gmail.com

Please submit information for the Order of Service
by 10 AM Friday morning prior to the service to marpeghumphr@yahoo.com

Caring  Contact for December: Darlene VanderKolk
616 558-3950 or darlenevdk@hotmail.com 

http://www.harboruu.org/
mailto:darlenevdk@hotmail.com
mailto:marpeghumphr@yahoo.com
mailto:dmargules1951@gmail.com


President's Letter

Hello Friends, 

For many years Harbor Unitarian Universalist Congregation has been partially accessible 
using a chairlift from the front door to the Social Hall and Sanctuary on the main floor.  This was only
a partial solution as the lower lever, where religious education and the nursery are located, 
inaccessible to people with limited mobility.  We investigated the possibility of an elevator in the past,
but the $100,000 price tag made it out of our reach.  This summer our chairlift broke down for the 
last time and was deemed beyond repair.  This now leaves our building completely inaccessible to 
those with limited mobility.  The Space and Grace Committee has researched options and has found
a platform lift that would make the entire building accessible.  The estimated cost is about $21,000, 
which I believe is something we can manage.  I am proposing that the cost be split three ways: one 
third from our checking account balance, one third from the endowment fund, and one third from 
fund raising.  I believe we could direct the entire profit from this year's service auction toward this 
goal.  It is so important that we be open and inclusive, and this is an important way to expand our 
reach to the community.  I look forward to your support in this endeavor.  

In love, 
Rebecca  

Caring Ministry
The Caring Ministry (Margot Haynes, Darlene VanderKolk and Eli Fox) invites members and friends 
of HUUC who suddenly find themselves in need of assistance to contact one of us.  We cannot 
promise emergency availability, but will do our best to find someone to help with your need. 

Contact for December: Darlene VanderKolk 616 558-3950 or darlenevdk@hotmail.com

Some of the situations the caring team can help with are:
• Rides to medical appointments and errands, meals or other support.
• Respite for caregivers – we will sit with your loved one while you take a breather.  
• Prepared meals for new parents in their first month of parenthood.
• Nonjudgmental listening.  

The Caring Ministry affirms our connection and our interdependence.  We encourage each 
other to live fully and love generously by both giving and receiving acts of kindness and service.  
Sharing our vulnerabilities and helping each other when we are in need nurtures our spiritual 
growth. 

Discretionary Funds are now being administered by the Caring Ministry.  Please submit 
requests to Margot Haynes at 231-894-6051 or margot.haynes@gmail.com if you have need of 
temporary/emergency funds. 

The Caring Team is in need of another member –
please consider volunteering!

We meet once a month on the first Sunday after the morning service at 12:20.
We keep the congregation informed of illness or accident, needs and

celebrations among our members and friends.
We also provide support for memorial services for our members and friends.

Contact Margot if you wish to join.
231-894-6051 or margot.haynes@gmail.com

mailto:margot.haynes@gmail.com
mailto:margot.haynes@gmail.com
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Family Promise
Volunteer Opportunity

Sunday PM December 11th → Sunday AM December 18th 
submitted by Margot Haynes

For the past several years HUUC individuals have been volunteering to support the work of 
our neighbor, Our Savior Lutheran Church (OSLC), to host families who are homeless but cannot 
stay in other shelters because of mixed genders within the family.  The Men's Shelter takes only 
males, and Every Woman's Place takes only women and girls, and also little boys. 

The Family Promise program keeps families together while helping them to get back on their 
feet by providing temporary shelter and meals; and, at the day center, assistance finding 
employment.  This is done in partnership with faith-based organizations who volunteer for a week at 
a time.  (In fact, HUUC was one of the partners/providers several years ago, until we realized we 
really do not have the necessary facilities to do so:  no A/C in summer, too in cold winter, inadequate
bathroom facilities, including no showers, etc).  OSLC will provide supper and breakfast, and a place
to relax and sleep overnight from 5:30 PM to 6:30 AM.  

OSLC will be participating from Sunday evening supper December 11th through Sunday 
morning breakfast December 18th.  Michelle Pridnia, the Family Promise Coordinator at Our Savior 
Lutheran Church, says, “It is a wonderful opportunity to share what we can:  ourselves and our time,
our roof, our food, our joy, our activities, games, crafts, etc.”  

The positions which Michelle needs filled and is requesting volunteers for are Overnight Hosts
who spend the night with the families at the church.  Two hosts are required each evening; a man 
and a woman are preferred, rather than two people of the same gender.  Hosts arrive by 8 PM and 
leave the following morning at 6:30 after breakfast.  Margot states, “Bruce and I enjoy doing this 
regularly.  Bedding is provided, though we use our own sleeping bags.”

If you are able to cover overnight host positions, Michelle would love to hear from  you.   
Please contact her on her cell phone at 231-766-1918.  

HUUC Adopt-a-Family for the Holidays
submitted by Tim Hamlin

The Adopt-a-Family tradition continues with the selection of Amy Sellgren and her 4 children. 
Amy's name was suggested by Love INC, which informs us that Amy is making a great effort to 
achieve independence with the help of Love INC.  

Amy is a single parent in her late 30's who recently found herself homeless due to 
circumstances beyond her control.  She has just secured a rental and is working for a temp agency. 
Her four sons are:  Aiden age 10, Avery age 5, Landyn age 4, and Jacob age 3.  

Amy and her sons need clothing, kitchen and other housewares, as well as Christmas 
presents.  Their specific needs and wishes will be posted on paper “ornaments” on a Christmas tree 
in the Social Hall.  As in the past, you are encouraged to select an ornament for the item(s) you will 
be purchasing.  There will also be a list for you to record your selection.  Please bring unwrapped 
gifts to the HUUC Social Hall by Sunday December 18th.   All gifts will be wrapped and then 
delivered to Amy and her family.  

Please enter into the spirit of giving this holiday season by being one of the Santas for Amy 
and her sons.  

For more information or to assist with this effort, please contact Tim Hamlin, Chair of 
Religious Education, by cell phone at 231-282-0571 or by email at timhamlin@comcast.net.

mailto:timhamlin@comcast.net


Great Decisions Discussion Series
submitted by Margot Haynes

Barbara and Paul Kidd are again opening their home to welcome people in our community 
who are interested in gaining a deeper understanding of international affairs, along with enjoying 
good conversation.  The Great Decisions discussion series will begin on Thursday January 19 and 
continue through March 9.  Participants are encouraged to attend as many discussions as possible, 
although some may need to miss a week or two.  We meet from 7:00-9:00 PM with a break for 
shared snacks.  A different participant is asked to lead the discussion each week based on 
questions following the readings in the discussion booklet (approximately 10-12 pages per topic).  
The booklet costs $20.  The following topics will be discussed:  

• The Future of Europe
• Trade and Politics 
• Conflict in the South China Sea  
• Saudi Arabia in Transition
• US Foreign Policy and Petroleum 
• Latin America's Political Pendulum  
• Prospects for Afghanistan and Pakistan 
• Nuclear Security  

If you are interested, please contact Margot Haynes at margot.haynes@gmail.com or 
231-894-0651 for a booklet and location details.  (For more details, go to www.greatdecisions.org)

Nonviolent Communication Class
submitted by Tim Hamlin

Based on the popular book Nonviolent Communication: A Language of Life by Marshall B 
Rosenberg PhD, a class on the same topic will be offered in January.  The class will meet weekly 
and is expected to continue until spring.  It will be facilitated by Mary McLeod, who has extensive 
experience leading these classes.  

There is increasing interest in nonviolent communication in response to the growing 
polarization within our country and in our world.  The object of the class is to learn and practice 
nonviolent communication, so that differences of opinion may find common ground and mutual 
understanding.  The class is also a way to deepen our understanding of and commitment to the 7 
UU principles, and to advance our personal spiritual journey.  

Please indicate your interest in the class by email to Tim Hamlin at timhamlin@comcast.net.  
Your name will be added to an email list and you will be contacted in December regarding the start 
date, day and time of the class, which will be determined by the group who signs up.  

Announcing...
Acoustic Music Jam

Harbor Unitarian Universalist Congregation

All Skill Levels
Listeners also Welcome

Separate Rooms for Small Jams
Mentors to Help Beginners

Doors Open at 6:30 ~ First Saturday of the Month ~ through May 2017

for more info, please contact Jim Thompson at jimasa@aol.com

mailto:jimasa@aol.com
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PEOPLE

Sincere Condolences and Deepest Sympathy
      to Marcia Hovey-Wright and the family of Bill Wright.  Bill Wright died Sunday November 20th 
in his home at the age of 83 after a long battle against cancer.  Bill had been a member of Harbor 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation since 1960 (when it was known as the Unitarian Fellowship of 
Greater Muskegon) and contributed to the life and well-being of our congregation in many ways over
many years.  He served as a Sunday School teacher and a youth group leader; more recently he led
a Coming of Age program in 2010; he served as the Bookkeeper, and on the Board of Trustees of 
the Congregation in various capacities.  He was a kind and thoughtful man, and an ardent supporter
of and activist for the principles of justice, equality and peace.  He was a gentleman and a gentle 
man.  Bill Wright was a pillar of our congregation and we will miss him deeply.  

Caring Thoughts to
Jon Torrey who is back with his grandmother after completing rehab following surgery 

on his left leg after being struck by an automobile. He is recuperating nicely, and would like 
to hear from you.  Write to him at 2494 Miami Beach Dr, Flint MI 48507

Eric Stark who continues lengthy stroke rehabilitation at Heartland Health Care Center in Whitehall
– he would welcome a visit or note from you:  916 E Lewis St, Whitehall 49461

Jackie Macdonald's son Rick who is now home and doing well after open heart surgery to repair
his mitral valve at Spectrum.  He now has fewer mysterious symptoms to confound his doctors.

Paul Kidd who is now back home after hip surgery.

Peggy Humphrey who had a bad fall on Thanksgiving Day.  Although there were no broken bones,
she will miss services for a while.  She sustained severe bruising to her back, making standing and

walking difficult. Please keep her in your thoughts as she struggles to regain full capacity.

Thank you from Margot and the rest of the Caring Ministry team
to all who brought food and assisted in other ways with the memorial service for Bill Wright.
And very special thanks to Darlene VanderKolk and Steve for bringing Bill's beloved dog

Brett to the service

Congratulations
to Carlos Hernandez whose accomplishments in soccer have earned him a place on special teams

Comfort and peace
to all who have lost a beloved family member or friend, 

whose grief remains or has resurged with an anniversary or birthday.
We hold gently in our thoughts all who consider HUUC their home 

and are coping with on-going concerns.

COMMITTEES & GROUPS

Board Meeting – second Wednesday of the month 7:00 PM at HUUC.  Next meeting December 14.. 

If you have a concern to bring before the board or an item to be placed on the agenda, please 
contact Rebecca StClair at rebeccastclair1974@gmail.com  by Sunday December 11th.  

Caring Ministry – Next meeting Sunday December 4th at 12:20.  This is a closed meeting.

Choir Practice –  every Thursday 6:00-7:30 PM. 

mailto:rebeccastclair1974@gmail.ccom


Finance – No meeting in December.  Next meeting Wednesday January 11th at 6:00 PM.

Liberal Voice  – HUUC television ministry created by Jeff Holmes and hosted by Kwame James.  
Muskegon Comcast Cable Channel 7:  Sunday 2 PM, Wednesday 7 PM, Saturday 3:30 PM

Grand Haven Charter Communications Cable Channel 96:  Monday 9:30 AM  

MomCom –  Saturday December 3rd meet at 9:30 AM at HUUC to join our caravan to Fredrick 
Meijer Gardens in Grand Rapids to see the Christmas Trees from Around the World display.  We 
will stay for lunch if the children are in good spirits, so bring a sack lunch or lunch money for the 
cafe.  This is a yearly tradition and the HUUC community is welcome to share the wonder with us. 

Noisy Offering – First Sunday of each month a collection is taken to support the education of a 
student in Nepal and other religious education projects.   Please collect your loose change to make 
a big noise to support them.  

Religious Education Committee –   Thursday December 1st 5 PM at HUUC (1st Thursdays).  

Refreshments –  Do you like to have a little nibble as you enjoy coffee and conversation with others 
after the service?  If so, please do your part by signing up to make coffee, bring light refreshments 
and clean up afterward.  If we each take our turn, we'll each only have to do this 2 or 3 times a year. 
Sign-up sheet is in the Social Hall.  If you would like to help, but need assistance with funds to 
purchase  treats, please call Margot, or the Caring Ministry Contact for the current month.  

Social Action –  Next meeting Sunday December 11th at 12:30; next Soup Luncheon Sunday 
December 18th after the service – $5.00 donation suggested to support activities of the committee. 

Supper House – HUUC serves Mission for Area People (MAP) on the 3rd Friday of each month 
3:45 - 5:00 PM at Temple United Methodist Church on Hume St between Sanford and Jefferson 
across from Muskegon Hts High School.  Sign up in the Social Hall for Friday December 16th.  For 
more information, contact Kwame James at kwamekamau@yahoo.com.  

Non-perishable goods for people and pets are collected on behalf of MAP on the first Sunday
of the month, but can be left anytime  –  look for the large-ish clear plastic bins in the Social Hall.  

Worship & Music – Tuesday December 20th at 6:00 PM at HUUC – 3rd Tuesday of every month.  

HUUC Board of Trustees
Rebecca StClair – President

Jeffrey Ochsner – Vice President
Bruce Froelich – Treasurer

Tim Hamlin – Secretary
Poppy Hernandez, Peggy Humphreys and John Wilkinson – Members at Large

HUUC Mission Statement
Harbor Unitarian Universalist Congregation is a safe haven

inspiring people to seek their own spiritual truths
through worship and learning in community

as we build a better world together.

HUUC Vision Statement
The people of Harbor Unitarian Universalist Congregation envision a community

where connections are strengthened and deepened,
where families are supported, and where diversity is celebrated.

mailto:kwamekamau@yahoo.com


Michigan Unitarian Universalist Social Justice Network (MUUSJN)

MUUSJN is a non-profit organization which promotes coordination of social action statewide 
on issues such as Reproductive Justice, Combating Racism, Raising the Minimum Wage, or Sick 
Pay for Workers.  Your yearly membership supports this work, while a larger contribution can 
subsidize others in our congregation to become members (if you want a subsidized membership, 
contact Margot Haynes at margot.haynes@gmail.com directly).  All members receive monthly 
emails and occasional urgent action alerts.  Please consider becoming a member in 2017.  (Our 
Social Justice team's Community Connection Collection at December 18 worship service will go 
toward our yearly Congregational membership with MUUSJN.)  Use the form below to mail in your 
membership, or find slips at HUUC, or go online to join.  

MUUSJN MEMBERSHIP 2017

CHECK one of these for 2017 MEMBERSHIP:  $25 (regular)  ____   OR $40 (family) ____   OR need subsidy ____

OR $50 (silver) ____   OR $100 (gold) ____   OR $500 (champion) ____     Donate $_____to subsidize others 

Name _______________________________________________________ EMAIL ____________________________

Address _____________________________________________City _________________________Zip ____________

Congregation _____________________________________  Make check out to MUUSJN and mail to Randy Block, 

Director MUUSJN, 4220 Arlington Dr, Royal Oak MI 48703 OR go to uujustice.org/getinvolved.html and use PayPal

Harbor Unitarian Universalist Congregation
1296 Montgomery Avenue at McGraft 
Muskegon MI 49441-1719

mailto:margot.haynes@gmial.com

